
 

        Purple and Gold  

 
The Great Ignatian 

Challenge!  
By: Eleanor Farrell ‘23 

 
The 2021 Great Ignatian 
Challenge (“GIC”)  is  the 
sixth annual GIC. It is a 
group of fifteen Jesuit high 
schools across seven states 
that hope to raise awareness 
for hunger in their local 
communities and shine a 
light on food insecurities. 
This year is the first year 
Scranton Prep has 
participated in the GIC. The 
competition runs from 
October 18 through 
November 24. Over the 
past five years, the Great 
Ignatian Challenge  has 

collected  over 302 tons of 
food!  Mr. Rowen, 
Fordham Prep alumnus and 
creator of the challenge, 
bestows money on the 
school who wins to give 
towards tuition 
assistance to students.  This 
means that your generosity 
will not only help the 
hungry, but it will also help 
your fellow Prep students 
and future Prep students be 
given the opportunity at the 
education they deserve.  To 
win, Prep needs to collect 
the greatest amount of 
food  per student.  This 
means that even though we 
are going against larger 
schools, we are all the same 

playing field.  The first 
week, “Can the Deans,” 
was a huge success with 
Mr. McGovern pulling 
thorough to win on the last 
day!  Week two saw the 
battle of the classes with the 
seniors dominating by 
donating over 5,000 pounds 
in just one week!  Not only 
are there small weekly 
prizes, but if we come in 
first place out of all the 
schools, the grand  prize 
is  a  dress down day every 
Friday until the end of the 
year. Every. Friday. 
So,  bring in as much as you 
can give, every can counts! 

  

Friday, 

Nov. 12,  

2021 

 

Issue #8 



 

              Sports     Purple and Gold Part 1 

 

Prep Football and Winter Sports  
By: Antonio Ingargiola ’25  

 
This year for prep football has been 

excellent. They started 8-0 and in the game 
of the year against Valley View Prep came 

on top on 17-10. Team leaders include 
London Montgomery Robert Rossi, and 

Michael Golay.      
  

Winter Sports Preview  
By: Antonio Ingargiola ‘25  

  
The winter sports to look forward too 

are Basketball, Swimming, and Wrestling 
these teams all have returning seniors and 
are expected to do well. 

  
 

 

              Jesuit Identity  Purple and Gold Part 2 

 
Thanksgiving Ignatian 

Reflection 
     By: Grace Osborne ’23 
 
As Thanksgiving is quickly 
approaching, I am 
reminded of how much I 
am thankful for. The Prep 
community is at its 
strongest as we are slowly 
returning to a normal 
school atmosphere. I am 
thankful for my teachers 
who push me to excel in all 
areas of my life, and I’m 
thankful for my friends 
who make every day an 
adventure. After an 

excruciatingly difficult 
school year last year, I am 
more thankful than ever for 
my friends, supportive 
teachers, and school 
community. The loving 
community at Prep reminds 
me every day to count my 
blessings, and I hope that 
this will encourage you to 
consider all you have to be 
thankful for. After all, if 
you woke up tomorrow 
with only what you were 
thankful for yesterday, 
what would you have? 
 
 
 

Service Hour 
Opportunities  

By: Nivana Naipaul ‘23 
 
Service Hours are required 
of Prep Students from 
Freshman through senior 
year. Freshmen need 10 
hours, Sophomores need 
20, Juniors need 30, and 
seniors need 40. Below is 
an approved list of the 
places you can acquire 
your hours.   

- Helping Mr. Placke 
count cans   

- Nativity Miguel     
School  

- Aaron Center  



 

 

- Adams Manor 
Nursing Home  

- Allied Services  
- ARC of 

Lackawanna County  
- Big Brothers/Big 

Sisters of 
Lack/Wayne 
Counties  

- Boys and Girls 
Clubs of 
Northeastern PA  

- Catherine McAuley 
Center  

- Catholic Social 
Services  

- Children's 
Advocacy Center of 
NEPA  

- Department of 
Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center  

- Deutsch Institute  
- Dunmore Health 

Care Center  
- Dunmore Senior 

Center  
- ETC Family Matters  
- Early Head Start  
- Elan Gardens  
- Friends of the Poor  
- Geneva House  
- Gino Merli 

Veterans' Center  
- Girl Scouts in the 

Heart of 
Pennsylvania  

- Good Shepherd 
Church ("Seasons of 
Love")  

- Goodwill 
GoodGuides Youth 
Mentoring  

- Habitat for 
Humanity  

- Heartland Home 
Health Care & 
Hospice  

- Hospice Community 
Care  

- Infant Care Program 
at Covenant Church  

- Jewish Community 
Center  

- Jewish Home of 
Eastern PA  

- Green Ridge 
Nursing Home  

-  Marywood Heights  
- Meals on Wheels of 

NEPA  
- Mountain Rest 

Nursing Home  
- Mountain View 

Care Center  
- Muscular Dystrophy 

Association  
- Neighborhood 

Housing of Scranton  
- Oakwood Terrace  
-  Pa. Association for 

the Blind  
- Ronald McDonald 

House  
- Sacred Heart 

Hospice  
- SCOLA Volunteers 

for Literacy  
- Serving Seniors Inc.  
- Special Olympics  
- St. Francis of Assisi 

Kitchen  
- St. Josephs Center  
- Riverside 

Nursing/Rehabilitati
on Center  

- Telespond Adult 
Day Services  

- Telespond Senior 
Services Inc.  

- United Cerebral 
Palsy of NE PA  

- United 
Neighborhood 
Centers of 
Lackawanna County  

- United Way of 
Lackawanna County  

- Voluntary Action 
Center  

- Village Park 
Apartments  

- Visiting Nurse 
Association Hospice  

- Webster Towers  
- Wilkes-Barre VA 

Medical Center  
- Hillside Farms-

Dallas, PA  
- Marley's Mission  
- St. Michael's 

Church-Food 
Pantry-Wednesdays 
3:00-5:00 - 316 First 
Ave. Jessup, Pa.  

- Embury Church 
Food Pantry-Every 
third Saturday of the 
month-2:30-4:00 - 
942 S. Main. Ave. 
Scranton, Pa.  

- North Pocono Food 
Pantry -Every first 
Wednesday 5:00-
7:00  

- Bill's Shoprite 
Plaza-Moscow, Pa.  

- Prep's sustainable 
Life Society and 
Climate Change 
Awareness Club
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The History of All 

Saints Day 
By: Clare Hann ‘23 

 
Everyone loves the spooky 
October holiday of 
Halloween, but have you 
heard of the holiday 
responsible for it? All 
Saints’ Day, also known as 
All Hallows’ Day, is 
observed on November 1 
every year. The earliest 
recorded celebration of All 
Saints’ Day goes back to 
the year 800, and its general 
observance was ordered by 
Pope Gregory IV in the 
year 837. As the name 
suggests, All Saints’ Day is 
a holiday to commemorate 
all the Christian saints, and 
to this day it is celebrated 
by the Roman Catholic 
Church and many 
Protestant churches. But 
how could this medieval 
Christian holiday be 
responsible for our modern 
Halloween celebrations? 
The history goes back to 
9th century Celtic lands and 
old traditions mixing with 
Christianity. All Saints’ 
Day was celebrated at the 
same time as the Gaelic 
festival, Samhain, that took 
place from the night of 
October 31 into the day of 
November 1 to mark the 
end of the harvest season. 
Because this festival 
coincided with All Saints’ 

Day (or All Hallows’ Day), 
people began to celebrate 
the first night of the festival 
as “All Hallows’ Eve”, 
which would eventually be 
contracted into the word 
that we know today, 
Halloween. Many 
Halloween traditions exist 
because Samhain 
celebrations blended into 
All Saints’ Day, such as the 
traditions of wearing 
costumes, having parades, 
and sharing stories about 
the otherworldly spirits that 
walk the earth on 
Halloween night. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving “Myth 
Busters”  

By: Riley Sharples ‘23  
  

1. Pilgrims wore black 
and white.  

- The Pilgrims wore 
an assortment of 
colors including 
violet and red.   

2. The feast between the 
Native Americans 
and the Pilgrims 
happened in 1621.  

- There is no 
evidence that the 
feast happened at 
all.  

3. The First 
Thanksgiving was 
about family.  

- The First 
Thanksgiving was a 
political event that 
included mostly 
men.   

4. The First 
Thanksgiving was one 
day long.  

- The First 
Thanksgiving 
lasted three days.  

5. Turkey was eaten at 
the first Thanksgiving.  

- Venison was most 
likely the main dish 
at the First 
Thanksgiving.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Frequently Overlooked 

December Holidays 
By: Nora Collins ‘23 

  
Each year as we 

prepare for the holiday 
season, we fail to 
appreciate numerous dates 
that come before the most 
notable. Marketing 
agencies spend tireless 
hours preparing us for the 
month of December, yet did 
you know we often 
overlook a number of 
interesting nationally 
recognized holidays? I 
have recently researched 
frequently overlooked 
holidays that take place in 
the early part of December.  

  
The Rockefeller 

Christmas Tree Lighting, 
National Christmas Lights 
Day, National Cookie 
Cutter Week, Safe Toys & 
Gifts Month, St. Nicholas 
Day, and Christmas Card 
Day all nicely correlate to 
the celebration of the birth 
of Christ, Christmas. I was 
not surprised by this 
holiday synergy, but my 
continued research 
uncovered several obscure 
yet interesting holidays on 
the books.   

  
National Tie 

Month, Safety Razor Day, 
Business of Popping Corn 
Day, Jay-Z’s Birthday, Put 
on Your Own Shoes Day, 
Taylor Swift’s Birthday, 
and National Wear Your 

Pearls Day amazingly are 
on the list as well. I think 
you would agree that these 
holidays have absolutely no 
synergy or rhyme nor 
reason yet intriguing none 
the less.   

  
Many of the newly 

discovered holidays 
encourage awareness of 
various causes, ignite civic 
engagement, honor pets, 
preserve history, and 
celebrate cultures, food, 
our environment and more. 
The first two weeks of 
December highlight a few 
holidays recognizing the 
struggles of many and 
memorializing those who 
have strived to change our 
world such as National 
Drunk and Drugged 
Driving Prevention Month, 
International Day of the 
Abolition of Slavery, 
International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities, 
National Pearl Harbor Day 
of Remembrance, and 
Human Rights Day. These 
are important dates in 
which we should be aware 
and encouraged to reflect 
upon and celebrate 
annually.  

  
As I randomly 

navigated the list of 
holidays a commonality 
arose yet non-related to 
religious events. Eat a Red 
Apple Day, National Hand 
Washing Awareness Week, 
Month of Giving, National 
Influenza Vaccination 

Week, and Universal 
Health Coverage Day 
appear to all share a 
common thread, as we 
continue to navigate a 
world-wide pandemic. 
Would we even have 
noticed these holidays on 
the National list two years 
ago? The answer most 
likely is no. However, 
today these holidays seem 
to hit home. Encouraging 
health and wellness, and a 
mindfulness and 
appreciation of others is a 
civic responsibility not to 
be forgotten.  

  
The list of 

December National 
Holidays is quite extensive 
and the above only 
provides a brief glimpse. 
As you prepare for your 
own December traditions, 
remember to include the 
obscure, humorous, 
uplifting, and civic -minded 
National Holidays that 
often are overlooked.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

   
Overlooked December Holidays (16-31)  

By: Zoe Galko ’25   
  

What is the first thing that comes to mind 
when you hear the word “December?” For 
many people, the thought was Christmas 
or New Year's. Although these are the most 
well-known holidays in December, there are 
many other fun and unique days that are 
commonly overlooked. Here is a list of 
some December 2021 holidays you may not 
know:  
  
December 16th- National Chocolate Covered 

Anything Day  

December 17th- National Ugly Christmas 

Sweater Day  

December 18th- National Twin Day  

December 19th- National Hard Candy Day  

December 20th- Go Caroling Day  

December 21st- Crossword Puzzle Day  

December 22nd- Mathematics Day  

December 23rd- National Roots Day  

December 24th- Eggnog Day  

December 25th- National Pumpkin Pie Day  

December 26th- National Candy Cane Day  

December 27th- National Fruitcake Day  

December 28th- National Short Film Day  

December 29th- Still Need To-Do Day  

December 30th- National Bacon Day  

December 31st- Make Up Your Mind Day  

  
There are so many bizarre and interesting 
holidays in December. So next time you are 
bored and not sure what to do, take some 
time to celebrate these commonly 
overlooked days.  

   

 

 
 



 

 

            Food Column  Purple and Gold Part 4 

Recipes of the Month! 
By: The Cupcake Club 

 
Pumpkin Cinnamon Cookies  

By: Gisele Falzone ‘23 
 

Source: 
https://www.twopeasandtheirpod.com/pump

kin-cinnamon-cookies/  
 
Ingredients 
Cookies: 

• 2 ½ cups AP flour  
• 1 tsp baking soda  
• ½ tsp baking powder  
• ½ tsp salt  
• 2 tsp cinnamon  
• ½ tsp nutmeg  
• ¼ tsp ginger  
• ¼ tsp cloves  
• ¾ cup unsalted butter (room temp)  
• ½ cup granulated sugar  
• ½ cup packed brown sugar  
• ¾ cup pumpkin   
• 1 large egg  
• 2 tsp vanilla   
• 1 cup cinnamon chips  

Cinnamon Sugar Topping:  
• ¼ cup granulated sugar  
• 2 tsp cinnamon   

Directions   
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Line 

two baking sheets with Silpat baking 
mats or parchment paper and set 
aside.   

2. In a medium bowl, whisk together 
flour, baking soda, baking powder, 
salt, and spices. Set aside.   

3. Using a mixer, cream together the 
butter and sugars until light and 
fluffy, about 3-4 minutes. Add the 
pumpkin, egg, and vanilla and mix 
until combined, about 3 minutes. 

Slowly add in the dry ingredients. 
Mix until just combined. Stir in the 
cinnamon chips.   

4. In a small bowl, mix sugar and 
cinnamon. Shape the dough into 
rounded tablespoons and roll in the 
cinnamon mixture. Place the balls 2 
inches apart on prepared baking 
sheets. Lightly press down on the 
cookies with a spatula or the palm of 
your hand.   

5. Bake for 10-12 minutes or until 
cookies are just beginning to brown 
around the edges. Let the cookies 
cool on the baking sheet for two 
minutes. Transfer to a wire cooling 
rack and cool completely.   

6. Enjoy!  
 

 



 

 

 
Classic Pumpkin Bread 

 By: Lexi Marriotti ‘22 
   

Source:  
https://www.momlovesbaking.com/classic-

pumpkin-roll/  
 

Ingredients  
For the cake-  

• 4 tablespoons powdered sugar  
• 3/4 cup all-purpose flour 115g  
• 1/2 teaspoon baking powder  
• 1/2 teaspoon baking soda  
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon  
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cloves  
• 1/4 teaspoon salt  
• 3 large eggs, room temperature  
• 1 cup granulated sugar 225g  
• 2/3 cup canned pumpkin 175g  

 
For the filling  

• 8 ounces cream cheese, softened 
227g  

• 1 cup powdered sugar 125g  
• 6 tablespoons butter, softened 84g  
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
• 2 tablespoons powdered sugar, for 

garnish if desired  
 
Instructions:   
For the cake  

1. Preheat oven to 375° F. Grease a 
13x18- inch half sheet pan; line with 
parchment paper. Grease and flour 
paper. Sprinkle a thin, cotton kitchen 
towel with the 3-4 tablespoons of 
powdered sugar.  

2. Combine flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, spices and salt in small 
bowl. Beat eggs and sugar in larger 
mixer bowl until thick and pale 
yellow in color. Beat in pumpkin. 
Stir in flour mixture. Spread evenly 
into prepared pan.  

3. Bake for 13-15 minutes or until top 
of cake springs back when touched. 
Immediately loosen and turn cake 
onto prepared towel. Carefully peel 
off paper. Roll up cake and towel 
together, starting with narrow end. 
Cool on wire rack.  

 
For the filling  

• Beat cream cheese, powdered sugar, 
butter, and vanilla in small mixer 
bowl until smooth. Carefully unroll 
cake; remove towel. Spread cream 
cheese mixture over cake. Reroll 
cake. Wrap in plastic wrap and 
refrigerate at least one hour. Sprinkle 
with powdered sugar before serving, 
if desired.  
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Interactive Media Club 
By: Julia Hoerter ‘25 

 
Every Wednesday, an 
amazing group of students 
comes together. The 
Interactive Media club may 
sound intimidating to an 
outsider. The reality is that 
it is a gaming club. The 
intentionally embellished 
name makes a great college 
application addition. They 
meet every Wednesday 
from the end of school until 
4:00, in room 201. Spear-

headed by the club’s 
president, Riley Prutzman, 
the group has made a 
comeback after not meeting 
in two years. Every week, a 
large number of kids come 
to socialize and play games. 
The atmosphere is 
extremely relaxed. You do 
not need to be a 
programmer to join. 
Attendance is laid back, 
and a student does not need 
to come to every meeting to 
enjoy this club. It is a very 
friendly and welcoming 

environment. If you enjoy 
gaming, are looking for a 
community, or need to fill 
sometime between a sport 
or a bus, this club may be a 
great fit for you!  
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They’ll never Catch Us 

Review By: 
Grace Osborne ‘23 

 
They’ll Never Catch Us is a 
mystery novel written by 
Jessica Goodman. The 
story follows the life of two 
all-state cross-country 
runners, the Steckler 
Sisters, who live in a town 
that is infamous for the 
murders of female runners. 
Their relationship is rocky, 
with ultra-intense Stella 
always outshining quiet 
Ellie. One thing they do 
have in common however, 
is the new girl Mila Keene. 
Mila is at first a threat to the  
cross-country careers of the 
Stecklers, both of  
 
 

 
 
whom are looking for 
college scholarships. As 
time goes on, both Ellie and 
Stella grow close to Mila. 
So, when she disappears 
during a morning run, 
everyone is watching the 
Stecklers. This book was 
engaging but the ending left 
much to be desired. The 
plot was intense with many 
twists and turns, and 
overall, I would rate this 
book an 8/10.    
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 November Crossword  
                                                    By: Nivana Naipaul ‘23 
 

 
Across    
2. a season  
4. a cluster of leaves  
9. the colonists who held the first thanksgiving  
11. the travelers in the Canterbury Tales  
13. Horn of plenty  
  
Down  
1. commonly watched sport  
3.  gobble gobble  
5. fruit found in pies  
6. brand of turkey  
7. yellow vegetable  
8. Native American tribe originally from Plymouth  
10. name of the boat that brought the settlers to Massachusetts   
12. thanksgiving falls on this day  
 



 

 

Scranton Prep Word Search 

 

By: Nicole Scochin ‘23 


