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Get Excited for Prep 

Players!  

By Skye Williamson ‘23  
  

You can Fly! You 

can Fly! You can Fly! Get 

excited for the Prep 

Player’s fall production of 

Peter and the 

Star Catcher. A 

wonderful cast 

consisting of 

your classmates 

are ready to tell 

you the 

backstory to the 

mysterious 

character of 

Peter Pan. You 

may be asking 

yourself, why 

should I be 

excited for 

this? In my 

opinion, theatre 

is the most 

magical art that 

exists. Words 

printed in black 

and white are brought to 

life right before your eyes. 

Theatre is more spectacular 

than a movie because it is 

right there in front of you. It 

is almost as if you are in the 

show as you are watching 

it! The Prep Players always 

do such a wonderful job of 

preforming and telling 

magical stories you will not 

soon forget. I would greatly 

encourage you to be sure to 

see the show, and support 

your favorite thespians. 

The Prep Players have 

some of the 

most talented 

students you 

will ever meet, 

and they never 

fail to 

disappoint. I 

strongly suggest 

you see one of 

the 

performances of 

Peter and the 

Star Catcher 

when the Prep 

players perform 

it in November!  
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Welcoming Mr. Simpson  

By: Kelly Mann ‘26  

  

Scranton Prep is excited to welcome 

Mr. Simpson! He is beginning a new journey 

at the school as the Athletic Director. Mr. 

Simpson attended Dunmore for all of grade 

school. He then earned a degree in chemistry 

at College of the Holy Cross, and he later 

earned a master’s in educational leadership 

from Florida Atlantic University. Mr. 

Simpson played football for Holy Cross. At 

the time, he saw himself becoming a chemist, 

but as he neared the end of his college 

football career, he saw himself as a teacher or 

a coach.   

 

Mr. Simpson decided to move back 

home and looked for a teaching opening. He 

stated how it made sense to look for a job at 

Prep, and he was grateful that the athletic 

director position was available. The first few 

weeks for Mr. Simpson have been very 

exciting, and he enjoys the energy in the 

building. He is excited to see what the future 

of Prep holds. The best thing so far for Mr. 

Simpson is working with the student athletes 

and seeing everyone’s hard work. The 

hardest thing so far for him has been learning 

and adjusting to how things have been done 

in the past at Prep. Mr. Simpson is looking 

forward to expanding the potential for 

athletic success and taking it to a whole new 

level.  

Mr. Simpson created the Captain's 

Council here at Prep. His initial idea behind 

this was to help team captains to share their 

ways of leadership. He wants to improve the 

teams’ dynamics. Please give Mr. Simpson a 

warm welcome if seeing him, or stop into his 

office across from the computer lab to say 

hello or to ask any questions about athletics. 

Good luck Mr. Simpson!  

  

 

Girls’ Golf Season 

By: Zoe Galko ‘25 

  
The Scranton Prep’s girls golf team 

has had an amazing season. Ever since their 

first match in August, the girls have been on 

a roll! A few of their most memorable wins 

include the Bob Simon’s Classic, where the 

girls competed against teams from 

throughout the district, and team districts, 

where they won for the third year in a row. 

The girls team finished the regular season 

with a final record of 11-2. Although the 

regular season is over, the team still has much 

to look forward to. Their next events consist 

of Individual and Team State 

Championships. These two events were held 

at Penn State University on Monday, October 

17, and Wednesday, October 19. Be sure to 

congratulate the team!  



 

 Congratulations to the team on an 

incredible season. Special congratulations to 

team captains Miranda Karoscik, Gianna 

Cafarella, and Ana Galko on a great senior 

season.   
 

  
Girls’ Soccer 

By: Conor Mann ‘23 

  
The Scranton Prep Girls Soccer team 

has been working hard this season. They 

suffered a few minor setbacks from injuries 

early on which allowed underclassmen to 

step up and become strong assets to the team 

such as Sophomores Reese O’Donnell and 

Elyanna Lawler. So far, they have a 

combined 5-8-1 for the 2022 season. The 

Classics are led by a strong group of seniors, 

Hannah Curry, Rita Collins, Lena Ligorio, 

Kathleen Oven, Anna Skoff, Lauren Shay, 

and Grace Granet. They lead the team in 

keeping morale high and motivating 

teammates to work harder each week. “We 

are practicing and just trying to get better 

every day.” says Lena Ligorio. Captains 

Hannah, Rita, Lena, and Grace are very eager 

for what's left in store for the conclusion of 

their season and upcoming postseason. “We 

are all really great friends, and we just 

secured our spot for districts after a three-

game win streak.” says Hannah Curry. 

Follow the team on Instagram 

@scrantonprepgirlssoccer to stay tuned in on 

wins and upcoming games. Thank you for 

supporting the Classics on Monday the 17th 

for senior night as they took on their rival, the 

Abington Heights Lady Comets, under the 

lights at Loyola Field.  
  

 

Scranton Prep Cross Country Season 

By: McKayla White ‘26 

 

 
 

The 2022 cross country season began at 

McDade Park versus Riverside where 

Scranton Prep secured their first win. During 

the first meet, Jenna Hillebrand and Ryan 

Flaim were the first to finish for the team. 

Scranton Prep got their first loss for the boy’s 

varsity team at Delaware Valley with Ryan 

Flaim and Carly Schofield coming in first for 

the team. At the third meet, Vincent 

O’Malley placed first overall and Carly 

Schofield placed fourth overall. At the fourth 

meet on the season, Ryan Flaim placed fourth 

and Carly Schofield placed third for the race. 

On October 5th, the seniors were celebrated 

for their effort and accomplishments on the 

cross country team. The seniors that were 

honored include Conor Mann, Raina Abdu, 

Brianna Carrozza , Carly Schofield, Nicole 

Schochin, Jayde Waibel , and Skye 

Williamson. The Prep cross country team had 

its last meet before districts on October 18th 

at Lackawanna Trail! 
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Interview with Father Keller 

By: Rosie Culkin ‘25 

 

The following discussion occurred during a 

sit down with Father Keller to get an insight 

on his return to teaching at Scranton Prep. 

 

Welcome Back to Prep!  

You have served as President of Prep for 18 

years, then served at the University of 

Scranton and are now back as a full-time 

faculty member teaching senior religion.   

 

“I was principal here back in the early 90s, 

then went to St. Joe’s Prep as principal, and 

then I came back here as you said, for 18 

years as president, then when I left here, I 

went to the University of Scranton for 7 years 

and did various administrative jobs, 

including the privilege of being interim 

president for a year, then I came back. Father 

Rizzo invited me and I was really happy to 

come back as a full-time teacher.” 

What changes have you noticed in the 

physical buildings?  

 

“During my tenure as president, we were 

really fortunate that we were able to do a lot 

of things like we were able to renovate the 

academic wings, construct the Xavier Center, 

and the science labs, and then develop the 

fields across the street, so it was an exciting 

time. We had a great team and great support. 

I always say the most important building 

though is the building of young people. 

People of conscious, faith, and compassion.  

 

What changes have you noticed in students? 

 

“I’d say there’s more similarities than 

differences. There’s still that openness and 

generosity that defines Prep students as well 

as welcoming. I mean, I felt very welcomed 

since I got back. By the way, through all of 

that even though I left Prep to go to the 

University I still remained for the Kairos 

every year, so I guess in one way, I was able 

to stay in touch with students through those 

years. So, I realized it wouldn’t be that much 

different several years later.  

 

What changes have you noticed in other 

faculty?  

 

“The last seven years have been a big 

turnover with people retiring and new 

faculty. I’m just so impressed with the new 

members that have joined on how they’ve 

embraced the Jesuit, Catholic vison of the 

school, they seem to really get what Prep’s 

about and are contributing to that in their own 

ways. But it’s always good to see people with 

new ideas and fresh energy, it’s been very 

encouraging.” 

 



 

 

Do you enjoy teaching the seniors?  

 

“Yes, very much so. I mean you might have 

to ask them if it’s mutual but I really, and I’m 

not just saying this, have been very impressed 

with their class. Not only have they been so 

welcoming, are engaged in the material, and 

reflective, but they are also enjoyable to be 

with everyday and have shown fine 

leadership in the school as a class. Overall, 

they are a really enjoyable group to be with. 

 

Do you enjoy teaching Theology? 

 

“Yes I do, I taught Theology years ago. All 

those years where I was president and 

principal I taught one senior English class 

here and I always loved that. So, I knew that 

teaching was something I wanted to do. It 

went on a little longer than I had anticipated, 

the administrative part, but when the career 

ended, I was hoping to get back to the 

classroom. I do enjoy Theology, although it’s 

different from English, it’s such a great 

opportunity to engage students in thinking 

about their faith. It’s really been a great thing.  

 

You have a great relationship with the Prep 

students both past and present, what do you 

credit that to? 

 

“Well, I credit the Prep students. They’re the 

ones that make it so easy to be with them and 

I’ve always found them so open and engaging 

and welcoming. Yeah, they’re the ones I 

credit.  

 

What made you decide to dedicate your life 

to serving God and becoming a Jesuit? 

 

“Two things, the service dimension was 

always appealing to me, and I also knew from 

a pretty early age that I wanted to be a teacher 

and the Jesuit part came about when I was a 

student at St. Joe’s Prep in Philadelphia. We 

had younger Jesuits teaching then, called 

scholastics, and I saw how happy they were 

being Jesuits and that they enjoyed one 

another’s company and enjoyed serving God. 

They inspired me to think about serving God, 

so all the credit goes to them. 

 

 

Can you tell me a little of your background? 

Born, raised, went to school, etc.? 

 

“I was born and raised in Philadelphia, as I 

say the greatest city in the world, I went to St. 

Joe’s Prep and for university I went to 

Fordham in New York. Both as an undergrad 

then later for graduate work and education. 

When I entered the Jesuits, as part of my 

training, I taught here as a scholastic. Then I 

studied theology in Boston before I was 

ordained. I was ordained as a priest in 1981. 

And for most of my career I bounced between 

St. Joe’s and Prep, now I’m back here.” 

 

When you were over at the University, in 

your unbiased opinion, were the Prep 

students well prepared for college life?  

 

“Yes, very much so. We have a unique 

relationship with the University of Scranton 

where students can get college credit for 

courses they take in their senior year. Prep 

students have taken advantage with that but 

in a really good way. But I can tell you that 

professors at the University always went out 

of their way to tell me just how prepared the 

Prep kids were in their classes. And also, not 

just academically but I’m very proud how 

they’ve been so involved in community 

service work at Scranton, a lot of our 

graduates have leadership positions at CSSJ, 

Center for Service and Social Justice, so I’m 

very proud they took that message of service 

with them to the university and were able to 

develop it even further.  

 

What’s it like having a basketball court 

named after you? 



 

 

 

It's a little embarrassing. Father Rizzo 

definitely surprised me with that one. As 

people who know me know I’ve always felt 

Jesuits shouldn’t have things named after 

them until they’ve died. But having said that, 

it’s just such a great honor and I really 

appreciate it. I was kind of stunned by it, but 

I’m very grateful that people want to attach 

my name. I’m grateful for Father Rizzo, the 

board, and the people who decided to do that, 

I’m very honored.” 

 

 

Q & A with Fr. Jack 
Dennis, S.J. 

Q: Who is your Jesuit 
role model and why?   
 

A: My favorite Jesuit 

role model is an amazing 

Jesuit priest in the Mid-

West, Fr. Brad 

Schaeffer, S.J.  

Brad is smart, 

determined, creative, 

funny, devoted to Jesuit 

ideals, faith-filled, and 

one of the best Jesuits I 

have ever known. He has 

always been my mentor 

and dear friend since we 

lived together, in 

Chicago, many years 

ago.  

Q: If you could live in a 
different time period, 
what would it be?  
  

A: I think I would have 

liked to live in 1540, the 

year that St. Ignatius 

founded the Jesuits.  I 

often think how amazing 

it must have been to be a 

part of the birth of the 

Society of Jesus (Jesuits) 

and learn about God and 

the true meaning of life 

from St. Ignatius of 

Loyola and his first 

Companions.  

 

Q: Why did you decide 
to enter the Jesuits?   
 

A: I decided to enter the 

Jesuit because I felt that 

God was calling me to 

be a Jesuit priest.  When 

I attended Loyola 

Blakefield (a Jesuit 

middle and high school 

in Baltimore), there are 

probably 17 Jesuits 

working and teaching at 

the school.  They 

influenced me greatly 

and I know that I got my 

vocation from being 

around and looking up to 

them.    

 

 

Q: Favorite Ice Cream 
Flavor?  
 

A: Chocolate & peanut 

butter ice cream!  

 

Q: What school did you 
transfer from?   
 

A: I arrived at Scranton 

Prep after four great 

years at Loyola 

University Maryland. 

  

Q: Which place that 
you travelled was your 
favorite? Where do you 
want to travel next?  
 

A: My favorite place I 

have ever traveled was 

to the Holy Land.  Being 

in Galilee where Jesus 

lived and began his 

public ministry … and 

where ‘the romance of 

the Gospels’ was born, 

was incomparable to me.   

On the other hand, I 

would love to visit 

Hawaii next!!  

 

Q: What is one 
tradition from your last 
school that you would 
love to continue at 
Scranton Prep?   
 
A: One tradition from 

the last high school 

where I worked and 

loved was that students – 

from different 

backgrounds, religious 



 

 

traditions, etc - would be 

invited to give very 

personal reflections at 

all-school masses (after 

Communion), which 

touched the hearts of the 

entire school 

community. This 

tradition was deeply 

meaningful to one and 

all.  

 

Q: What actor would 
you want to portray 

your life story in a 
movie?   
 
A: I’d love to say Brad 

Pitt, but I think I’m more 

Owen Wilson.  

What is your favorite 

part about Scranton Prep 

so far?   

My favorite part about 

Scranton Prep is the 

students, of course.  

Now, this might sound 

like a cliché, but I am 

really enjoying meeting 

so many of you amazing, 

funny, honest, 

wholesome, irrepressible 

students.  You make my 

faith in humanity grow 

because YOU ALL 

JUST SHINE!     

If you could only eat one 

item from the Prep 

dining hall for the rest of 

your life, what would it 

be?  

Dining Hall Cookies!!  
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Climate Change 

Awareness Club  

By: Emelia Jones ‘24  
  

On Saturday, 

October 1, Prep’s Climate 

Change Awareness Club 

partook in its first service 

project at Leggett’s Creek. 

Joining a large group of 

volunteers from Our Lady 

of the Snows and Church of 

Saint Gregory, members 

helped plant trees that will 

be there for years to come. 

Students who participated 

also helped to remove roots 

and weeds along the creek 

to help allow for more 

diverse plant growth. 

Volunteers were guided by 

experts who helped 

volunteers decide which 

tree to plant and where. The 

trip was a great success as 

there were so many 

volunteers that the project 

ran out of trees and one of 

the leaders of the group had 

to leave to get more. The 

trees will hopefully provide 

shade on the walking trail 

for future generations. 

Through this experience 

club members gained lots 

of experience in an 

environmental setting and 

it was beneficial to all.  

When asked what is next 

for the club, Co-President 

Nora Kolucki remarks, 

“We aren’t quite sure what 

we’re going to do next but 

hopefully we will plant 

some more trees soon.” If 

you want to become part of 

the Climate Change 

Awareness Club, contact 

Keeley Lynett or Nora 

Kolucki.   
 

 

Clubs Column - Model 

UN  

By: Nora Brown ‘26 

The United Nations 

is an organization made up 

of states around the world 

that meet once a year to 

discuss environmental, 

political, economic, and 

mainstream issues that 

affect the world’s people 

today. Prep’s Model UN 

club meets Thursdays for 

about forty minutes after 

school, and during this 

time, we discuss our own 

opinions on these topics.   

The conversations 

are engaging and 

informative. It is interesting 



 

 

to see how much one can 

learn from listening to 

another’s opinion, then 

finding a way to connect it 

to their own opinion. One 

might even grow or change 

their opinion on account of 

learning something from 

someone else’s experience 

or knowledge. In today’s 

society, being able to listen 

well and speak fluently is 

an important skill, and that 

is developed in Model UN.  

Our very own Model UN 

club will be travelling to St. 

Mary’s Center for a United 

Nations’ Day Breakfast on 

Thursday, October 20th. We 

will have the opportunity to 

meet students from other 

schools who are in Model 

UN and share our ideas 

with a wider audience. 

There will be a guest 

speaker, compelling 

conversations, and group 

projects. If you are 

interested in joining Model 

UN, or just want to see 

what it’s all about, see Mr. 

Goffredo in room 016. 

Everyone is welcome to 

join the conversation!   

 

 

Astronomy Club  

By: Gianna Mariucci ‘26 

  
Mondays are 

commonly known as the 

worst day of the week, but 

what if that was able to be 

changed? Maybe Monday 

could be the best day of the 

week! Almost every 

Monday after school, the 

Astronomy club meets in 

Mr. Seymour’s room (304). 

It was recently 

reestablished by two of our 

wonderful freshmen: Anna 

Yudichak and Joann 

Hobeika. It is open to all 

students – no matter what 

knowledge you have about 

outer space! During club 

meetings, they discuss 

topics such as planets, 

galaxies and current space 

news, do projects and 

crafts, and might even go 

on trips outside of school! 

Astronomy Club is a great 

way to meet new people 

and make new friends, 

since the majority of the 

time, you are conversing 

with other people. Next 

time you look to the stars, 

think about blasting off 

with the Astronomy Club!  
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Peer Tutoring Options  

By: Tia Achuff ‘26  
  
Need some extra help? Sign 

up for peer tutoring in the 

ASC office, or by scanning 

the QR code that can be 

found in any classroom 

around the school. If you 

need to be tutored in more 

than one class, simply scan 

the QR code again. Tutors 

are seniors in National 

Honor Society, and you 

will most likely be paired 

with someone with the 

same teacher or 

extracurricular in common 

with you. Mr. Holmes 

oversees peer tutoring, if 

you need any other 

information just ask!  

 

 

 

Solutions Café  

By: Samantha McAndrew 

‘26  

  
Do you ever feel 

like you are in desperate 

need of a solution? Well, 

you should definitely check 

out the Solutions Café on 

the 4th floor! After talking to 

Mrs. Marotti and Mrs. 

Snyder, I learned that the 

Solutions Café is a Math 

and Science Resource 

Center that students can 

visit during their lunch 

periods. During every 



 

 

lunch, there is a Math or 

Science teacher ready to 

help you solve the solution 

along with a snack bar and 

refreshments! It is 

definitely worth the trip up 

the stairs, and they 

guarantee a good laugh!!   

As you have heard 

on the daily 

announcements, the 

Solutions Café will be 

opening a school wide 

competition! Woody, Buzz 

Lightyear, and their friends 

are lost and need help 

navigating around the 

school! Will you help them 

by solving various Math 

and Science problems? The 

hunt is open to three teams 

in each grade level, and will 

be on Monday! As always, 

please follow the Solutions 

Café on Instagram!
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An In-Depth Review of 
Scranton Prep Cookies 
By: Brady O'Boyle ‘25 

 

There is a certain item at 

the school that is loved 

by all, I am talking of 

course about our school’s 

beloved cookies. 

Whether it’s with 

sprinkles or chocolate 

chips, one big cookie or 

two small ones am 

infatuated by these 

simple delicacies. When 

you open the wrapper to 

your savory treat you are 

unaware of the other-

worldly bliss that is about 

to reach your tastebuds. 

Scranton Prep cookies 

are the absolute perfect 

temperature, they are not 

yet hard and fully cooled 

off like your average 

cookie, instead they are 

warmed to near 

perfection, something 

that makes the cookies 

soft, gooey, and inviting 

as if to say, “welcome 

home”. These cookies are 

an artisan craft made 

daily by our wonderful 

cafeteria staff. Now I 

personally go for the 

cookies with sugar 

sprinkled on top, but the 

number one choice by 

many Prep student is a 

big chocolate chip 

cookie, and it’s no 

wonder why. “The big 

cookie”, as I hear it often 

referred toas around the 

school, is a large 

chocolate chip cookie, I 

feel the secret to its fame 

lies again in the warmth, 

that heats the chocolate 

chips to a point where it 

can maintain its regular 

form within the cookies 

but somehow melts the 

second it reaches your 

mouth. To conclude, 

Scranton Prep cookies 

are a simple yet divine 

delicacy, it takes a classic 

treat that we all know and 

love, and somehow 

improves upon it, my 

mouth is watering just 

thinking about these 

blissfully wonderful 

treats. They manage to 

bewitch and delight any 

Prep student making 

Scranton Prep cookies a 

five out of five stars.  
  

 
 

 

 

 

Dining Hall Food Review  

By: Martin Smith ‘26  

  

Scranton Preparatory 

School has quite a versatile 

selection when it comes to 

the food served in the 

cafeteria. I surveyed 

several students and asked 

them their opinions on a 

variety of different menu 

items and specials and had 

them rate them from a scale 

of 1 to 10. They also had 

the option to provide some 

constructive criticism for 



 

 

the chefs. The collected 

data is shown below.  

  

Popcorn Chicken: 7.5 

“could be crispier”  

Curly Fries: 9.5 “could be 

served in greater quantity” 

“decadent”  

BLT Hoagie 7 “good”  

Regular Fries: 7.5  

Pizza: 12 “beautifully 

seasoned, baked to 

perfection”  

Large Cookie: 9  

Soft Pretzel: 6 “little too 

soft”  

Buffalo Chicken 

Cheesesteak: 8 “could be 

spicier”  

Fries w/ Pulled Pork and 

Cheese: 8.5 “could have 

more natural cheese”  

Yogurt Parfait: 7  

Small Cookie: 9  

Spicy Ranch Chicken 

Wrap: 10  

Chicken Tenders: 7 “I 

would rather the popcorn 

chicken, the tenders are a 

little dry. Much better with 

ketchup”  

 

I am just a freshman, but 

right now my favorite item 

is curly fries. They are 

easily a ten out of ten. The 

seasoning, texture, and 

taste is of utmost 

perfection.  
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